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 Last month the PBA announced that John Janawicz was PBA50 of 
the year. He has won five PBA50 titles. He has dominated the PBA50 
Majors.  Janawicz has made a name on the PBA50 Tour winning 4 out of 5 
PBA50 Majors. This season Janawicz won two PBA50 Majors, one was the 
PBA Senior US Open and the other one was the PBA50 Bud Moore Players 
Championship. He would go on to win three more titles to add for his 

dominating PBA50 Tour season. He joins such PBA greats as Parker Bohn 
III, Walter Ray Williams Jr., Pete Weber, Norm Duke, Wayne Webb and 

Mark Roth.  
 “Those are some legends of the game there,” Janawicz said. 

“To be in that class of player, it's quite an honor. I’m very grateful and 

very humbled to be mentioned in the same breath as those guys.” 

In his eight stepladder finals appearances, Janawicz compiled the 
following stats: 

• 16-3 record (5-0 in championship matches) 

• 84.21% win percentage 

• 243.21 average (212.89 opponent average) 

• 2 games < 200 

• 15 games > 230 

• 6 games > 260 

 Janawicz has become a superstar on 

the PBA50 Tour with seven PBA50 Tour titles 

four of which are PBA50 Majors. 

“If it is good for bowling it’s 
good for Bruinswick” 

Jack Reichert 

2024 PBA50 Player of the 
Year John Janawicz.  
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 Bowling is indeed a sport.  Eleven strikes down, ten pins up, one ball to go.  The ball gets to the 45 foot mark, 
makes a big left hand hook, smashes the pocket, ten in the pit.  What a thrill!  Fellow bowlers and bowling fans are 
congratulating the bowler.   
 The distance from the foul line to the head pin is 60 feet with the width of the lane being 39 inches.  The 
bowler has 15 feet from the back of the approach to the foul line.  These are all of the factors that a bowler has to 
do in each frame to make the best shot possible.   
 A Bowlologist studies bowling and all of the factors that a bowler goes through.  The Bowlologist can make a 
distinction between a good bowler and a great bowler.  A Bowlologist is able to analyze what a bowler is doing 
wrong in any given game or match.  A Bowlologist also knows why the scoring is so high or so low.  A Bowlologist can 
describe what is happening during a bowling competition.   

Spare Column:  PBA50 Awards  

   

 Last month, the PBA announced the winners of the PBA50 awards including PBA50 Rookie of the Year, 
PBA60 Player of the Year, and the Sportsmanship award winner. Randy Weiss was awarded the PBA50 Player 
of the year after leading in the point standings with a total of 12,515, four top-10 finishes and a third place 
finish in the USBC Senior Masters. His average of 216.43 was achieved across 216 games this season.  
 “You only get one chance at something like this, so to come away with it is pretty special and 
something I'll never forget,” Weiss said  
 Another winner on the PBA50 Tour was the Greatest of All Time Walter Ray Williams Jr. Once again he 
was the PBA60 Player of the Year. Walter Ray Williams has won countless Player of the Year honors. Williams 
notched two runner-up finishes this season, including the PBA60 Tristan’s T.A.P.S. Memorial Open, five top-10 
finishes and $27,050 in earnings in his 17 events. He averaged 217.08 across 345 games. Walter Ray Williams 
Jr. has proven again to be in the elite of the PBA Hall of Fame. 
  “I like to compete, but getting any kind of award is obviously nice,” Walter commented. 
 The Dick Weber Sportsmanship award went to Don Hogue of Akron, Ohio. The nominees had to 
compete in fifty percent of the PBA50 Tour schedule.  
 “I met Dick Weber and to be anything like him is an unbelievable honor,” Hogue said. Hogue also 
added that “I just try to be myself. It’s nice that people think I'm a nice guy,”  
 Hogue’s highest finish was at the Senior US Open where he finished tenth. 
 Steve Badovinac, Dave Johnson, Jeff Johnson (the 2022 recipient of this award) and Jack Jurek also 
received nominations. 

Randy Weiss Walter Ray Williams Jr. Donald Hogue 

Editorial–  
A Bowlologist View of Bowling 
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 Jesper Svensson won the PBA Elite League 
Derby by defeating 2024 Mark Roth MVP, Andrew 
Anderson in a close match 12-11.  Anderson chose to 
bowl first which gave Jesper a 2 minute break.  
Jesper took the win with a last second strike.  
Anderson was trying to dominate the PBA Elite 
League Series by winning the Strike Derby and 
claiming all the League events, but he fell a little bit 
short. 
 “I'm not really the best at this thing,” said 
Svensson, “I feel like I'm not fast enough. I don't get 
enough shots in. But I got better as we went.”  
 The 2024 Elite League Strike Derby featured 
bowlers who the PBA fans voted for during the 
season.  They were able to vote for their favorite 
from each league team.  The PBA fanbase selected 
Packy Hanrahan, Jason Belmonte, Andrew Anderson, 
EJ Tackett, Kyle Troup and Jesper Svensson. Chris Via 
and Arturo Quintero were selected as wild cards by 
the PBA Commissioner. 
 Reigning PBA Player of the Year EJ Tackett 
was unfortunately eliminated in the first round even 
though he had a spectacular 13 strikes.  Anderson 
was able to defeat Tackett in the roll-off X-9.  Also in 
the first round, Jesper had a slow start with a 6-4 win 
over Packy Hanrahan.  Jason Belmonte squashed 
Kyle Troup 10-6, but in the semi-final he was beaten 
by Jesper 10-9. 
  

 Spare Column— 
PBA Elite League Strike Derby 
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 Rhino Pro Ivory & Ethos Hybrid 
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Perfect Mindset & Ethos 
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 Dear Josh Hyde Bowling Newsletter Subscribers, 
Another year in the books for the Josh Hyde Bowling Newsletter—Year #16.  First, I want to 
say “Thank You” for being loyal in reading the Josh Hyde Bowling Newsletter.  It is our goal 
to bring bowling fans the latest news in the bowling world.  Our main focus is on the PBA 
Tour and the world of bowling.  In the coming year, we are hoping to bring exciting 
features to this newsletter. Also, please feel free to share any feedback on any aspect of 
this publication with us.  
 
 Save the date—on December 8th 2024, there will be a Roger Hyde Memorial 
Bowling Tournament at Warsaw Bowl (1702 E. Market Street) in Warsaw, Indiana.  For 
further details, email me at joshhydebowling@gmail.com. 
 
 Best regards, 
 
 Bowlologist Joshua A. Hyde, BLP 

300 East Prairie Street           

Warsaw, Indiana  46580 

Contact person:  

Josh Hyde, Senior Editor 

joshhydebowling@gmail.com 
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Split Column BOWLOLOGY 

Credentials: 

 

Bronze USBC Coaching Level 

 

Vise Regional Pro Staff Member  

 

Honorary PBA Member  since 

2001 

 

IBMA Member since 2006 

 

Author of “Bowling from 

Another View” 

Mission Statement: 
To provide bowling fans important bowling news, thoughtful analysis, and 
keen observations about professional and regional bowling tournaments. 

 

Vision: 
To be the highest quality bowling publication that the author 
can create using the best of his knowledge and observation. 


